hetown |

e, and that success has 10 do compielely with tha team.

bt peopie in country daing sl of this s, | lend to get
the crechl, but Bhere ks an entire leam that works incredibly
hand 1o malke this work.

We constantly try o improve. We never s around mnd
90, “Hey, we're greal” Never And | think | probaly push
people too hard in that respect. I'm sure people think that
F'm out of myy minc. “Comea on, we'me acld out — why ane
you complaining ™ But if you don't evcive in this business,
you dont survive,

| cama to Boston for gracuate school in 1584, After tvee
yemes of grad school, | had & mester's degres snd was work-
ing on 8 PhD 1 starte my

wuddanty reaized that | had hated the kst Svee years of my
. It just wasn't going to work. So | left graduate school
1o take & consulting Job, which | cid for a year. And then |
roalzed that even the nine-io-five thing wasn't going 10
wor for fra, 60 | deckded That | woukd heam how 1o i for
& 'winter, which | did, and | carme back st net knowing
whrt | was going to do. By chance, | got involved with
soma iends in a nightciub project in downtown Boston. |
Mmmhmm-ﬁlﬁ‘!mﬂ
a nightciuby going out & job. 8o |
mmmmnmum-mdw
and grarkandy | started inaming the business.

1got a late start in Mo, | was pretty much compiotely
Chuslaes Ut iy kb 20m. | SScin't know anything — and

s ot s | know but

n‘ym*”ﬁntﬂnhy@.%lm A
Jow ary bettec | moved 1o New York, and not having &
mmmmmmmlnwmmlm—h
all tha things that o be 1 ma. | dicin
wm:mwm¢M|~mnoMbm
or whatever Looking back, s scary.
Tlove the nightolub business becauss of e creative slement. | iove the
content that you £an ba ying In bed Bnd come up with an ides, and you
thirk 10 yoursalt, “Hmm, | wond # this ks going 15 work?™ And then two o
mﬂﬂhmmmwﬂ“ﬂhm o “Thsls.
belt" | Bee that immediarts résponse.
Some of the Avaland rights wih the big OUs have been incredible beciuse
of the snargy that thess DuUs bring. Paul Vim Dyke. Paul Oskentold. Sasha and
Digwead. | think nat our arviversary party jon March 15 s going o be ons of
Tcas rights — and I'm nck Just rying 10 sul the right, belleve me. its going 1o
saf oLt whathar or ROt anyons reads s, I just going 1o be an increditle
inight, with Perry Fasred snd Junior Vesquez. | think we're going 1o have a pretty
s exaclly the way todo k.
F'm six-foot-four. Especially as a puy, I'm sure that growing up bigger than
body sise h - alffiough I'm not exacty sum
mmunmmtwmmmwl
woul 50 y hers | (13
il‘“'— In the helght |_mmmu

,were sho-aight, sbicine. S0 | never really considensd
+ myself a8 tall in that contest. Bt it ks rice to shways
e able 1 sea in a nightchub,

1 played in college, but | don't mally play basket-
ball anymorne ~ baxing i ry thing ow, With baxing
T I sl ok of the gy fn a0 hoce, It & tolai-body
workout, and 1 find R very un. s not fun when you'r
getting whacked in the head, and 've been hit pretty
i sornetimes. Fm not veey good — P'm olasy: T'm
‘somewhat athistic, but 'm happy 10 be wearing the
headgear. Getting
pooped makes you get
mad as heck. it's kind of
acool feeling — it waket
youl up. Guys that know
boing can put the hurt
N you with the itiest
shock — thay know
‘exactly where ta Nt you
1live in the South Enct,
endilove k. iths & fen-

» it !

Tved In Manhattan o 5 while, and you know what? | lhkae iving
i the Scuth End bettec | bought a fa-upper In the South
End, which wes great for me beceusé | know o of these grea
lbuiiclers and phumbens and lighting paopis from the club. | gt-
tod the place and started ovor.
John and Patrick [Lyons] have set up this orgenization in e
‘wary that sliows creative pecoie 10 be creadve. It is exciting. Lie
k. amy business, there is & routing hers, bul ther s shways chang

0 the horzon, Thars s ahvays & NEw CONCEDY, & NEW VENUs 19
open up, 8 8pAcH Lo retink, and that keeps |t exciing.
1 love movies. | think there i a lot of blis and pleces of
movies thad people take with tham, And in my ling of work,
st losiing st the cinematography — look at The Lond of the
Rings — you taks away the abiity and the imagination 1 cre-
ate such & scenic aimosphare. | tend to take a lot swey from
‘movies, both imwardly and outwardy,
My biggest downfall s thet | pet caughtup in my work 80 much bocause
Tlove R | don't even realizs how much time I'm putting in, because | realy
have furt with what e doing. But then | step beck & month later, and | think,
“What cid | cio for that month, what happanad?” | haven't spoken to my
Geancima in & month, and thalls not right.
1 love going o Las Vegas, 'm not a big-money gambler, but | iove playing
mmnh-dumnmmmmm
decent becmuse of my
mdmummm-mmuwm“\m
overextend — I'm not e most exciing guy 10 bet with, but | enjoy Ra lot.
Aot of guys tend 10 be ik, "y, It pick up ghts.” And thers s that oppor-
turitly In this business. | was shways sort of & misi I fhat regard. In coliege, 1
never wenk 10 e st parsies, R joat never wans my thing. I'm mors low-hey.
‘We get people of all ages, peopis who, even f fhey dont love the music,
they kove Avaland for the theater of it The key 1o Avaland ks that the people
that go thers mally want 1o go there; they re not st showing up becausa
thove lsn't anywhere sise 1o go. When people taka the effort 1o some here,
they pay 10 et in, they pay for their drinks, and they aay, "Did thess people
Pt In The werk 10 endectain me?™ And the answer ls shways yee. No ona eve
woncers what They pai for st Aveland. @

Avaland inventor and a surprisingly low-key guy AS INTERVIEWED BY SCOTT KATHAN
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