James Brown, left,
and Justin Timberlake
at the tsunami benefit

SOULFUL STRUT

he bubbly flowed as the music
industry kicked up its collective
heels during a round of events
and parties before and after Sunday’s
Grammy Awards ceremony at Staples
Center in Los Angeles. The Recording Academy hosted its annual MusiCares benefit
dinner and show Friday at the Hollywood Palladium that featured Neil Young, Red Hot
Chili Peppers, the Black Eyed Peas, Jeff Beck and Jamie Cullum performing the
songs of Brian Wilson, 2005’s MusiCares Person of the Year. Also that night, will.i.am
of the Black Eyed Peas launched his record label with a tsunami benefit concert at
Avalon in Hollywood that featured performances by Herbie Hancock, Carlos Santana
and Macy Gray. Adam Levine of Maroon5 performed “This Love” with Justin Timberlake and will.i.am,
and the latter two then joined “godfather of soul” James Brown for a rendition of his classic tune “Papa’s
Got a Brand New Bag.”
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